Wooden Cross
Newsletter
February, 2021
W O O D E N

C R O S S

L U T H E R A N

C H U R C H ,

E L C A

Wooden Cross is a welcoming, Christ-centered community believing in grace and living in faith and service.
A

M e s s a g e

f r o m

Greetings Children of God!
I write to you from the midst of the season
of Epiphany in the church year—a season
that invites us into moments where we can
see in Jesus what we’ve spent Christmas
proclaiming… that “God is among us in Jesus.”
Perhaps this year more than most in my
recollection, this seems to me to be a timely
invitation. For over the span of this past year,
glimpses of God with us—though certainly not
absent—were showing through a dim pall made up
of a potent mixture of sadness, fear, uncertainty,
and doubt.
And yet, Christ did and does shine in the
darkness…

O u r

P a s t o r

to simply move through the story, whether we
are “ready of not.” This is one of the most
striking things about what the church-folk of
past eras called “disciplines.”
In the disciplines of faith we are invited to
take the journey whether we “feel like it or not.”
For sometimes in being exposed to the parts of the
story for which we are not ready, we come face-toface with the parts that we need most at that time.
I’m finding Epiphany to be one of those kinds
of experiences this year. I’ve not been “ready” to
move to glimpses of God with us… I think I’m still
back at “how can this be?” And yet, as we have
been moving through this Epiphany season,
continued on page 3

Christ was and IS our light… our Lord.. and our
Savior.
Jesus IS our Immanuel, and to see God through
him IS our “pearl of great price” for which there is
truly nothing that compares.

Pastor’s Message

1&3

Adult Bible Study

2

And if it takes a “season” of the church year to
remind us of all this… well then I suppose that is
one of the values of having this thing called a
“church year.”

Souper Bowl & Scout Sunday

3

Ash Wednesday Service

3

Camp Unity Dinner
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Holden Prayer Around the World
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February Calendar
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For in just moving along from Advent through
Christmas, and on into Epiphany we are invited by
the wisdom of those who preceded us in faith,
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W e d n e s d a y
B i b l e S t u d y
God calls us to grow in faith. Members
and friends are invited to grow in their relationships with God. A book of the Bible is
selected to read and study together over
several weeks to give it full exploration.

C h u r c h
C o u n c i l
Peter Marschalk ......................................... President
Steven Carlson ................................... Vice President
Sherman Johnson ...................................... Secretary
Doug Pearman ........................................... Treasurer
Scott Kimball .................................. Council Member

On Wednesday mornings beginning at 10:00 AM Pr. Eric will
lead Adult Bible Study (in-person and online via Zoom). You are
welcome to join us! Bring a willing heart. We will till the soil. God
brings the growth.

Betty Scott ...................................... Council Member
Art Hammersberg ........................... Council Member
Deb Schuldt.................................... Council Member
Sally Simpson ................................. Council Member
Natasha Carlson ............................ Council Member



H e a l t h

C o n c e r n s



If you or your family have any health concerns needing prayer,
or a pastoral contact or visit, please call or email the church
office. Thank you.

2020 Stewardship

Let’s accept our freedom to give generously,
and our responsibility to be good stewards of
all God’s gifts.
2021 Local Giving Budget
Weekly Average Goal:
DEC

Week 1:
Week 2:
Week 3:
Week 4:

JAN

$4,420

17401 198th Avenue NE
Woodinville, Washington 98077
(corner of 198th and Woodinville/Duvall Road)

$8,163

Church .................................................................................... 425-788-3626
Office Hours .................................................. MON-THU, 7:30 AM—3:00 PM
Church Email .................................................. woodencrosslc@gmail.com
Pastor Office Hours ........ T-Th, 9:00 AM—3:00 PM; Fri. by Appointment
Pastor Email ........................................................... revericg@hotmail.com
Website ...................................................... www.WeAreWoodenCross.org

$6,005
$6,187
$3,873
$16,587
$32,652

Weekly Average:
Week 1:
Week 2:
Week 3:
Week 4:

Community Prayer ..........................................................................9:00 AM
Sunday Worship .......................................................................... 10:00 AM

$2,095
$7,405
$4,105
$3,320
$16,925

Weekly Average:
Thank you!

WOODEN CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH

$4,231

Pastor ...........................................................................................Eric Griffith
Secretary / Bookkeeper .......................................................Kathy Corneloup
Organist / Interim Choir Director ................................................... Seung Lee
Ensemble Band ............................................................ Ensemble Musicians
Altar Guild ............................................................................... Sherry Kimball
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(continued from page 1)

I cannot say that for me the pall has lifted…
It’s just that I’m noticing that when I grow still I do
begin to see God a bit more clearly through the
sadness, fear, uncertainty and doubt. And I am
again knowing him as “with us” and that is its
own peace.
Knowing Him becomes the peace that I think
has allowed people in ages past to walk into
lions’ dens and coliseums and not fear... It is the
kind of peace that allows people to endure
generations of feeling lost and yet still hope…

It is the kind of peace that has flourished down
through the ages that people like ourselves have
clung to, when all else was shaken around them…
It is the peace that surpasses all understanding.
And it is the peace that I call upon God to
convey to you and instill in your hearts so that
come-what-may in your days ahead, you will know
Jesus and his love for you, as God’s love holding
you close.
May this gift of Epiphany be yours now, and in
the days ahead. May Christ with you show you the
Father’s great love toward you. And may you be
held in that surety now and always, even until the
end of the age.
Peace
revEric

A s h W e d n e s d a y &
S u n d a y S e r v i c e s

I t ’ s T i m e t o
T a c k l e H u n g e r !
As we prepare for Super
Bowl Festivities, the youth of
our nation are gearing up for
the Souper Bowl of Caring on
Sunday, February 7!

Ash Wednesday Worship
Wednesday, February 17, 7:30 PM
Holden Prayer Worship Services
Sunday Mornings
February 21—March 21, 10:00 AM

S c o u t

S u n d a y !

Scouts from Troop #422 challenge you to be
part of our “team” to tackle hunger! Their goal is
fill the shelves at the Maltby Food Bank by
donating money or non-perishable food items by
February 7.

Scout Sunday is a day to
recognize the contributions
of young people and adults
in the Scouting program.

In addition to food items, we are also
collecting warm blankets, hand and foot warmers,
warm socks, gloves, can openers, and
matches. Thank you for participating in this team
effort.

Scout Sunday will be celebrated next Sunday,
February 7 during the worship service. All past
and present Scouters—adults and young people—
are encouraged to wear their uniforms or scouting
pins in support of Scout Sunday.

CONNECT — GROW — SERVE

I’ve been invited patiently by God to simply let be
the questions of “how and why.” And instead just
look at him through Jesus, and allow him to
better become my “how and why.” It’s been a
living journey into the invitation we hear from the
Psalms where we are invited to “be still and know
that I am God.”
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D i n n e r

If you’d like to supply a food item, please contact
the church office. Meal donations should be brought to
Wooden Cross by 5:00 PM. Thank you to everyone who
supports this effort. Please keep Camp Unity in your
prayers.

P r a y e r

Each year Holden invites villagers across the
globe to create community through participation in
Holden Evening Prayer.
This year more than ever, the world cries out
for healing, justice, and mercy. Let us support and
draw strength from one another, reaffirming our
values as people called, equipped, and sent to do
justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God.
Recognizing that worship during a pandemic is
challenging, we encourage you to engage with
whatever ways are possible and meaningful for
you in this context. If you can safely and easily
host “Vespers ’86”—the Marty Haugen setting of
Holden Evening Prayer, please do so! If you and
your community can gather virtually to engage in a
modified Prayer Around the Cross, a guide will be
offered for that.
Whether in spirit or person, we can come
together with others to pray and build community
while guarding one another's health. Together our
prayers rise like incense.
Join us for Holden in Prayer for the World on
February 3, 2021, at 7:00 PM.
For more
information, visit: http://www.holdenvillage.org/
stay-connected/holden-prayer/

O u r M i s s i o n
P a r t n e r s
The ELCA is committed to work for “sufficient,
sustainable livelihood for all.” Each of our ministry
partners helps Lutherans in this congregation do that,
as we work together with others to support and service
God’s people in need.


Foss Home



Hopelink Food Bank Harvest



Camp Unity Eastside



Maltby Food Bank



Acres of Diamonds



Earth Ministry



Lutheran Community Services Northwest



Tiny Houses Project, Eastside Village Alliance

January 11 was the opening day of the 2021
Washington Legislative session. Due to Covid-19,
operational changes require testimony and most
meetings to be conducted virtually.
Faith Action
Network (FAN) moved forward with its first request to
members for its inter-faith agenda to support the
common good in this state. As a part of the FAN
legislative agenda, a request was extended for support
of the FAN Economic Justice Work Group to advocate
for a biennial budget that “balances our tax code and
promotes racial equity.” Specifically, it requested
member signatures for a petition, Balance Our Tax
Code, to support SB 5096 the in Senate Ways & Means
in support of the Governor’s Capital Gains Tax Proposal.
Throughout the session ELCA pastor and director, Paul
Benz, and the FAN staff will send updates about needed
support for the FAN legislative agenda in committees
and floor actions. To receive timely updates in your own
email as an active Christian to advocate for “the
common good” of all in Washington, sign up for FAN ENews and Advocacy Alerts at:
https://
fanwa.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/profile/create?
gid=22&reset=1.

CONNECT — GROW — SERVE

Wooden Cross members and friends
continue to supply monthly meals to Camp
Unity during the pandemic. Wooden Cross
will be providing dinner to Camp Unity
residents on Tuesday, February 23.
The Wooden Cross meal coordinator will
deliver the food to Camp Unity. Residents will serve
themselves.
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2021
SUN

MON

TUE

1
8-3:30
Acorn Montessori

2
8-3:30
Acorn Montessori

7:00p AA via Zoom

7-9 p Boy Scouts

WED
3
8-3:30
Acorn Montessori
10:00a
Adult Bible Study

THU
4
8-3:30
Acorn Montessori
10:15a Handbells

FRI
5
8-3:30
Acorn Montessori

SAT
6

1:30p Quilters
7:00p Holden Prayer
Around the World
7

Souper Bowl of Caring
Scout Sunday

9:00 Community Prayer
10:00 Worship Service

8
8-3:30
Acorn Montessori

9
8-3:30 Acorn
Montessori

7:00p AA via Zoom

7-9 p Boy Scouts
7:00p Christian
Response

10
8-3:30
Acorn Montessori
10:00a
Adult Bible Study

7:00p
Bedtime Story &
Prayer on ZOOM
11
8-3:30
Acorn Montessori
10:15a Handbells

12
8-3:30
Acorn Montessori

13

1:30p Quilters

14
9:00 Finance Team
9:00 Community Prayer
10:00 Worship Service

15
President’s Day
Holiday
No Acorn
Montessori
Mid-Winter Break

16
No Acorn
Montessori
Mid-Winter Break
7-9 p Boy Scouts

7:00p AA via Zoom
21
Lent 1
9:00 Community Prayer
10:00 Holden Prayer
Worship Service
Handbells—”Just As I Am”

22
8-3:30
Acorn Montessori

23
8-3:30 Acorn
Montessori

7:00p AA via Zoom

5:30p
Camp Unity Dinner
7-9 p Boy Scouts

7:00P
CHURCH COUNCIL

7:00p
Bedtime Story &
Prayer on ZOOM

17
No Acorn Montessori
Mid-Winter Break
10:00a
Adult Bible Study
6:30p
Worship Committee
7:30p
ASH WEDNESDAY
SERVICE

18
No Acorn Montessori
Mid-Winter Break
10:15a Handbells

24
8-3:30
Acorn Montessori
10:00a
Adult Bible Study

25
8-3:30
Acorn Montessori
10:15a Handbells

19
Acorn Montessori
Mid-Winter Break
1:30p Quilters

7:00p
Bedtime Story &
Prayer on ZOOM

26
8-3:30
Acorn Montessori
1:30p Quilters

MAR NEWS Article Due!

28
Lent 2
9:00 Community Prayer
10:00 Holden Prayer
Worship Service

20

7:00p
Bedtime Story &
Prayer on ZOOM

27

